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Student Council

By Allison Taylor

During the month of December,
student council has been involved
invarious volunteer projects. They
visited a nursing home on Decem-
ber 16, bought gifts for local teen-
agers, and bought necessities for a
needy senior citizen.

Also in December, plans were
made for Winter Wonderland
Week. The week began on Mon-
day December 15, with hall deco-
rating in an effort to promote class
spirit for the remainder of the week.
Various winter-themed games, such

_as graham cracker house building
and doughnut eating were held
Tuesday and Wednesday. Musical

chairs was the morning game for
Thursday, and sled racing is sched-
uled for tomorrow, December 19.
The week will conclude with Win-
ter Wear day on Friday.

Student council is looking into
starting a television broadcast of
student council news on the televi-
sion monitors in the cafeteria. Stu-
dents interested in helping can sign
up outside of social studies teacher
Mary Ellen Daneel’s room.

The senior class is making prepa-
rations for the annual Mr. Wildcat
competition to be held on February
4. Mr. Wildcat is a student council
fund raiser where eight senior guys

participate in a “beauty pageant.”
The Mr. Wildcat committee is cur-
rently working on finding sponsors
and judges for the competition. Any
senior guy interested in competing
should see Maura Bridgesor Debbie
Geiger (Nelson) in guidance for an
application.

Studentcouncil meetingsare held
every Fridayat7:00a.m. in Daneel’s
room. Executive Board members
are President-senior Trisha Tinnes,
Vice-President senior Angie John-
son, Secretary-senior Jennie Grobe,
Treasurer-senior Darcie
Wostratzky, and Parliamentarians
senior Lisa Muellerand junior Abby
Brown.

Spirit Machine

By Dan Young

Just as the winter sports season
kicks in, the spirit machine is get-
ting ready for the pep assembly to
be heldatadate not yet determined.

The spirit machine, headed by
Steven Wrobleski, is preparing the
assembly which will concentrate
on the obstacle course. The course
will have two representatives from
each class and the two winners will
take home two $15 prizes.

Over the course of the year, the
spirit machine plans on doing fund

raisers like candy sales, pep pals

and car washes. They are also
considering a spring sports assem-
bly.

There are currently 40 spirit ma-
chine members. The current presi-
dent is Amber Planek, vice presi-
dent Kelsey Link, secretary Dana
Mourning, and Treasurer Sara
Kochniaryck.

The spirit machine is involved in
the organization and conduction of
the homecoming election ceremo-
nies, pep rallies, all assemblies.

The spirit machine planned the

By Allison Taylor

~ German club held its annual
 foreignlanguageclubparty with
 Spanish and French club on
December 10. The clubs had a
‘chance to mingle with one an-
other and learn about the vari-
ous activities each club is in-
volved in. :
Earlier in the month of De-
- cember, German club held a
. party where they watched Ger-
- manplays from previous school
years, Preparations for this
year’s German plays are under-
way and each of the German
classes are working on their
plays which will be presented
in the spring.
German club meets about
once a month, or whenever

German

needed, inFrau Strohm’sroom
“in the foreign language hall.

Club

German club is preparing ac-
tivities for the German exchange
students who will be visiting
West Chicago around spring
break. Most of the exchange
students will be staying with
families of the students who
visited Germany over the sum-
mer of 1997,

Earlier in the year, German
club participated in homecom- |
ing festivities with a float in the
parade.

Officers include junior Heidi
Fuoss-President, junior Becky
Watson-Vice-President, junior
Melissa Birch-Secretary, senior
Tiffany Hanshaw-Treasurer.

Key Club

By Tommy Walton

Many people don’t know what’s up with Key Club. No, it’s nothing to
do with making keys, it has more to do with community service and aid
to our community. Key Club is headed by Sean Armstrong, and meets
Monday mornings at 7:20 in room 153. “Key” stands for Kiwanis
Educating Youth. It has about 10 members, headed up by President

senior Liz Brieseth. :

Currently, they are doing a Holiday Toy Drive, in which classrooms
donate money for toys. Over Christmas Break, they are doing various
activities with Marklund’s Children’s Hospital. Also, on January 3,
Holiday Embrace, a large dance is being held in Schaumburg.

The theme of Key Club is “Kids First.”

Their goals for the year are to raise $60,000 for Spastic Paralysis and
$10,000 for IDD (lodine Deficiency Disorder).

huge homecoming pep assembly
back September. Two of the main
events were the pie eating contest
and the announcement of Home-
coming King P.J. Leitherer and
Queen Andrea Beutjer.

The spirit machine is hoping to
keep drawing crowds to all of the
assemblies and plans for the future
pep assembly to have a knock-out
contest between the boys and girls
basketball teams and the boys team
will attempt to dunk the basket-
balls.

Spanish
Club

by Arlete Penaflor

Spanish club held its annual holi-
day party with the French and Ger-
man clubs on December 10. They
played games, sang two Christmas
songs in Spanish and learned about
the other clubs.

The Spanish club has been up to
many other activities in the past
few months since school started.

They’ve gone to the Art Institute
downtown with the French club,
seen the movie Selena as a group,
and hosted the students from Spain.

The Spanish students were here
for two weeks, which gave the
Spanish club a chance to do a lot of
activities with them. They showed
them what life is really like around
here among many other things.
Most of the exchange students
stayed with the person they hosted
in the spring on 1997.

The officers in this year’s Span-
ishclubare sophomore Pete Serrato-
President, senior Lisa Sowinski-
VicePresident, junior-Cathal Walsh
secretary,and junior Rick Williams-
treasurer.

The Spanish club has a lot of
activities planned for this school
year and little by little they hope to
get them all done.

Spanish Club has meetings once
every other week at 7:15 am.

FBLA

By Jeff Goluszka

Future Business Leaders of
America continues to be one of
We-go’s largest clubs, currently at
34 members. There are two major
projectstheclubis working onright
now. One of them is a shoe drive
for the homeless that is still con-
tinuing. Many shoes have already
been collected.

Anyone interested in donating
shoes should talk to Nancy Blume,
business teacher, who can be found
in room 201 before school, or talk
to an FBLA member.

Also, some students in FBLA are
tutoring children on different sub-
jects at the Carol Stream Outreach
Center.

Next month, FBLA will be at-
tending the North AreaConference,
in which students compete in dif-
ferent business events, open to all
grades.

There are a wide variety of events,
including some events open to only

freshmen and sophomores. There
is a low amount of freshmen in the
club,and clubadvisorNancy Blume
feels it may be because freshmen
don’t think they can join FBLA.

“We encourage more freshmen
to join [FBLA],” said Blume.

Blume also mentioned that ev-
eryone is welcome to FBLA.

The conference is being held at
Warren Township High School on
January 31, 1998.

Officers in FBLA include senior
President Kirk Johnson, senior Vice
President Mike Butkovich, senior
Secretary Darcie Wostratzky, se-
nior Treasurer Beth Evans, senior
Reporter Liz Edwards, junior His-
torian Jon Fraser and junior Parlia-
mentarian Craig Martus.

Any students who wish to join
FBLA or just have some questions
can be helped by attending the
weekly meetings every Thursday
at 7:15 am in Study Hall room 226.

Thespians

By Kelly Kaylor

The winter play has been an-
nounced as “Our Town” and will
be held during February.

West Chicago Thespians wrapped
up their work on their production of
“The Murder Comedies of 1940”
which was held November 13-15.

On December 11, Thespians held
anaudition workshop toallow those
interestedin the theater to gain prac-
tice and critique on the try-outs
process. The basis behind this ac-
tivity was to attract newcomers to
the theater, and provide confidence
through experience in the always
nerve-wrecking audition period.

When classesresume in 1998, the

group will travel to Illinois State
University for the annual
TheatreFest. This festival consists
of performances of the All-State
plays, drama workshops, and nu-
merous varieties of drama produc-
tions from high schools within the
state of Illinois.

The groupalso sells cupcakes and
cookies for 50 cents every Tuesday
in order to support the general Thes-
pian fund.

Thespian officers include senior
Steve Garcia, President; senior
Tiffany Hanshaw, Vice President;
senior LisaMueller, Secretary; jun-
ior Jon Fraser, Treasurer.

By Jennifer Lasky

Students Against Driving
f Drunk (SADD) is sponsoring a
i Lights On for Life Day on Fri-
| day, December 19, asking ev-
eryone to drive with their head-
lights on to remember those in
alcohol-related accidents.

ComingupinJanuary, SADD
is also sponsoring the Chain of
Life, asking students to sign a
slip of paper promising not to
drink and drive or ride with a
drunk driver. The Chain is also
abattle among the classes, each
class trying to gather the most
signatures.

SADD has taken many ac-
tions this year to promote drunk
drivingawareness. OnNovem-
ber 9, some members of SADD
participated in a march against
" drunk driving, in honor of the
four girls from Waubonsie Val-
ley who were recently killed by
a drunk driver.

SADD

During Homecoming week,
SADD hada float in the parade
and hung posters in the hall-
ways of We-go, reminding stu-
dents not to drink and drive.

The club participated in Red
Ribbon Week, a week to pro-
mote drug and alcohol aware-
ness, from October 20-24. The |
members of SADD tied red rib-
bons to the cars of students and
staff, as well as tying them
around the trees on the campus,
as areminder of the dangers of |
drugs and alcohol.

On Friday, October 17 they
rang the school bell every 26
minutes to represent the num-
ber of people dying in alcohol
related crashes.

Tiffany Hanshaw is presi-
dent of SADD, with Monica
Acker as vice-president, Eliza-
beth Murphy as secretary, and
Lisa Mueller as treasurer.




Perspectives

[ etters to the Editor
"Stop the bashing”

As Student Council President I have read
the last two editions of the Wildcat Chronicle,
under Letters to the Editor, and I must say
that it has stirred up controversy among the
studentbody, andeven in someof ourclasses.

First, I would like to say that we all have the
Freedom of the Press, just like Mr. Crothers
has said. Weall have the right to express our
own thoughts and opinions through writing.
But I must say that I am rather disappointed
with the attitudes and bickering among our
own school. We are one unit, and we must
stick together to uphold our school. We are
not in any competition with one another, and
we should save thatenergy for sporting events
or other activities.

Itis very sad that we have to attack clubs in
our own school. What is the point in picking
on something harmless? SADD is a small
group of students in our school, that have

No supervision on campus

Dear Editor,

I would like to express my anger to-
wards the so-called Campus-Supervisors.
During 10th hour this week, I witnessed a
viscious attack onan underclassman. This
unfortunate person was stuffed into a gar-
bage can head first. The “campus super-
visor” on duty did nothing and said noth-
ing. -

From what I understand, incidents simi-
lar to this one occur frequently. Another
situation happened when a friend of mine
wasin the hall after she had returned from
afield trip. A “campus supervisor” asked
her if she was a teacher. She said that she
was, and now whenever he sees her he
says, “Good morning, Ma’am.”

The “campus supervisors” arenotdoing
their job and the administration should
take action to, as they say, “keep our
school more secure.”

Sincerely,

A Concerned Student

obviously experienced some type of trauma
due to a drunk driving incident. They feel
very strongly about drinking and driving,
and feel that it is their duty to help prevent
another alcohol related accident from hap-
pening.

Mr. Crothers is probably right when he
says, “ You can’tstop teens from drinking if
they wantto.” In fact, [know that he isright.
But don’t we wish that teens would realize
the importance of not putting their own life at
risk, and others? Have we not learned that
drinking and driving cankill you? AsIrecall
my freshman year, a student from WCCHS,
named Aleia Anderson, waskilled by adrunk
driver. How much closer to home must it hit
us before we learn?

People always say that they have to learn
for themselves, but why can’t we learn by
following the rules? Why do you have to

drink o have a good time? Let me just say
this once. DRINKING UNDER THE AGE
OF 21 IS ILLEGAL!!! It’s a shame that
more under age people don’t get caught
drinking from the police, but then I suppose
the cops will never catch every person under
the influence.

SADD is one of many organizations in our
school that tries to help others. Their goals
and ambitions may be a little harder toreach,
butit’s better to try, than not to try atall. It’s
better to care, than not to care at all, and it’s
definitely better to reach out, than not to
reach out at all.

Please stop the attacking within our own
school. Please try to understand and respect
other people’s feelings. Thanks to the ar-
ticles Mr. Crothers wrote, and the other ar-
ticles written on this topic, it will hopefully
make people opentheir eyes and make people

Reality hits home

Dear Editor,

I’'m writing to agree with Mr. Crothers.
Numbers and percentages are boring, dull,
and can have little meaning if you are notone
of those numbers and part of the percentage.
My children and I have been, but it doesn’t
stop there. We continue to be affected by the
actions of a drunk driver at 3:30 in the after-
noon on a Thursday, years ago.

The emotional injury can never be mea-
sured and may always affect us, the physical
injury, I have had major surgeries, other ones
pending, and I do not have normal function or
feeling in my legs, feet, and hands. My son
has had four surgeries, my daughter had mas-
sive head injuries and who knows what will

Staff editorial

show up in the future.

The numbers are boring (blah, blah) but
when I reflect on what has happened to us
and think 3.8 million people have also had
such heartache and pain. Well that is huge,
thatis outrageous. Then yourealize, too, that
it was all so avoidable. Telling teenagers not
to drink may not be futile but then are old
enough torealize the responsibility they have
to themselves, their families, their friends
and to take action on that. Itisn’t too much
then, to ask, remind, tell those same teens
“Don’t Drink and Drive” - as many times as
it takes.

Thank you,

A parent

stop and realize what drinking and driving
can do to you.

Mr. Crothers may not have realized this,
but by criticizing SADD, he has publicized
the efforts of SADD. He has opened up the
student body’s eyes to the reality of Drinking
and Driving. This may seem odd, buta great
thanks should go out to Mr. Crothers and
SADD for their efforts. The article written
by Ms. Flagg and Mr. Crothers both said the
other was being “ignorant,” but the igno-
rance portrayed made everyone realize what
was really going on. Please stop the bashing
and name calling within our school! Realize
that SADD is trying to take a step in the right
direction, and Mr. Crothers is trying to open
up everyone’s eyes to reality.

Trisha Tinnes

Disappointed with review

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the article, or
review, or whatever the heck you want to call
it, that was published in the last issue of the
Wildcat Chronicle about the fall play. I was
very disappointed in the content of the piece
written by Tommy Walton. The cast was
misrepresented. Tommy incorrectly identi-
fied the actors in the opening scene. He

limited his response to only a few members
of the cast, and he failed to mention the hard

work that the rest of the castand crew putinto
the snow. It doesn’t seem to me that he
interviewed the director or any other mem-
ber of the cast besides Liz Edwards.

It also seems that Tommy was not paying
attention because of his incorrect depiction
of the play in his article. I was looking
forward to this article and was very
disapointed in the coverage. I hope future
articles will attempt to redeem the inad-
equate job that Tommy did with his last
aticle. .

Anonymous

American Government is not an
elective. Those taking the class are
taking it because it is required for
graduation. Those of us in govem-
ment aren’t there because we want
tobe. We’re there because we have
to be.

Every teacher knows that if they
have aclass of seniors, there willbe
days when half the class is missing
because of a government simula-
tion. So, common sense would say
the teacher should not plan any-
thing too important for the days of
the government simulations.

Some teachers ask why they
should réarrange their lesson plans
around the government classes.
Well, if they don’t, they are incon-

veniencing all of their seniors at
one point or another.

Some teachers even plan tests or
quizzes for the day of a government

simulation. They tell those of us
presently in government (0 make
the test Or quiz up on our Own time.
What if a student doesn’t have a
free hour to make up the work he/
she missed because of government?
Before school, many students still
have no choice but to take the bus.
Therefore, by the time they get 0
school, they do not have enough
time to make up a tes/quiz. After
school, many seniors work.

We understand it may be difficult
tochangea lesson plan, but itwould
notbe that much of aninconveniece
to plan a non-critical activity for
the day, would it? We know that
field trips are optional, and it is our
choice to be absent, but at the same
time, we would fail American Gov-
emment and have to repeat the ex-
perience again next year.

What about those students who

don’thave government? They have
to do the work or take the test/quiz
in class, while those students in
government have extra time to do
the work, or extra time to study.

It’s not like students are ditching
class to go to government. In fact,
all government students have to get
permission slips signed to be a part
of the simulations. So teachers
have plenty of warning as to when
students will be missing.

Maybe on government days,
teachers could avoid large projects,
tests, or quizzes. Maybe they could
offera“make-upday” inclass where
students are given the opportunity
to make up the things they have
missed due to government. It just
seems unfair to “punish” students
who are required to be at the simu-

lations.

School money...a waste?
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Where did the spirit go?

By Allison Taylor

Thanksgiving-wear day, vacation-wear
day, winter-wear day.

What's next, pink and green polka-dotted
flannel day?

At the beginning of the year, the prospect
of having a spirit day every Friday seemed
like a good idea to me. I thought it would
promote school spirit and class pride.

Now, the only people who dress up are
student council members and close friends.

The student body has lost interest in spirit
days. Ifthey were held once amonth or every
once in awhile, more people might be inter-
ested. Asking people to dress up every week
is not working, because people are bored
with the idea.

I have noticed spiritday ideas have become
a little stretched in the last month, and this
might be another reason why fewer people
are dressing up. November 26 was Thanks-
giving Wear Day. What does one wear for
Thanksgiving Wear Day? Ihave noideaand
I am sure other people had no idea either.
Were people supposed to come dressed like
pilgrims and turkeys?

Student Council should have repeatedsome
of the more popular spirit days, like orange
day and sweats day, instead of searching for
strange new ideas. I think new ideas and
different types of spirit days are fun, but
there has to be limit on what they come up

with. People are not going to dress up if they
don’t have the items in their closet.

I have noticed some of the student council
members don’t even dress up on spirit days.

If they are the ones promoting the idea, they
should dress up too.

For the first few spirit days, people were
eager to get one of the spirit day warrants.
These were the slips of paper that people
would fill out and turn in to give their class
points. The point of the slips was to deter-
mine how many people had dressed up for
the day. However, afterawhile people didn’t
even bother turning in their warrants to the
box in the main office. Student council
stopped announcing which class had the
most participation, so why would people
bother turning them in? In the last few
weeks, 1 haven’t even seen the warrants
being handed out.

I think student council is a terrific organi-
zation in our school. I am not criticizing
them or their efforts to promote school spirit.
I am offering a suggestion, though.

Stop the weekly spirit days.

The spirit days were fun for the first month
of school, but now they are boring. Why not
have a dress-up day once a month and give
each class a different color or design? An-
other option is to offer a prize and have the
warrants act as raffle tickets. People will be
more willing to dress-up if they might win
something for their efforts.

No matter what student council decides to

do, they need to put a limit on the number on

Senior Column
Time 1s precious

By Jennifer Lasky

With senior year almost half over, I've been spending a lot of time thinking back on the
last three years of high school. There are so many things I wish I could do differently, so
much more I wish I had done.

Now that college is approaching, I realize maybe my dad was right freshman year when
he told me I’d regret it if I didn’t have good grades, I'd regret it if I didn’t get involved in
things at school. ~

For three years, my attitude about grades was I needed to do just well enough to get by.
I didn’t find it worth the effort to be at the top of my class. Now it’s time to fill out college
applications, I’'m beginning to think that “just well enough” isn’t good enough. I always
figured my ACT score would make up for my GPA and the combination would get me into
the college of my choice. What if it doesn’t?

My dad has been telling me for years to join as many sports, clubs, activitiesas I can while
I’'m in high school. My freshman and sophomore years, I didn’t listen. I figured I wasn’t
missing out on anything. I figured that going to school was enough, I didn’t need to do
anything outside of school.

Since the first time [ read the Wildcat Chronicle my freshman year, I thought it was
something I might want to do. Eventually.

My junior year, because of the persuasion of a certain English teacher, I finally joined the
Wildcat Chronicle. Idon’t know why I put it off. It has taught me a lot of things [ know
I will use for the rest of my life. It has taught me not to procrastinate, to work with people
I may not like, and how to make the best use of my time.

If I could go back in time, I would have joined the Chronicle sooner. I hate to admit it,
but Daddy was right. The Chronicle is a lot of fun, and I'm very glad I did it. It is worth
it to put in time outside of school for sports, clubs, or activities. The best memories I have
of the Chronicle all occurred outside of school. :

spirit days. I hope some changes are made 4y b end of junior year, I let a friend of mine talk me into trying out for cheerleading. I
soon, otherwise we could be looking atSpirit. g4yt wantto. Tonly tried out to make her happy. Now I wonder why 1didn’tdo this sooner.
days such as President’s Day wear and Cheering has been nothing but fun. Ilook forward to practices, I look forward to games and

Memorial Day wear .

The real deal

By Dan Young

Every time I read a book or see a movie,
there is a comparison that has to be made.
Many movies come from books, like “Juras-
sic Park,” “Congo” and *“The Lost World.”
Some books come from movies, like “Home
Alone.”

But which are better? Books.

The reason I choose books over movies is
not that I don’t like movies, or think actors
earn too much money. I like to use my own
imagination to decide what the characters
look like, where the bad guys hide out, orany
other little detail the book portrays.

My ideas often clash with the ideas of the
director or the casting directors. I didn’t
think that Ian Malcolm looked like Jeff
Goldblum until I saw the movie.

It make take a longer time to read a book
than the two hours spent in the dark watching
a bunch of people talk like they know some-
thing. The actors always look the same in
every movie. You can tell if it is Arnold
Schwarzenegger acting in the movie.

~Youdon’t make a mistake between Danny
GloverandJim Carrey. There is no option to
create your own hero.

Books let your imagination flow. “Imagi-
nation is more important than knowledge,”
said Albert Einstein and books are an escape
from your regular world. Books allow you to
think about what you would do in each and
every situation in its pages.

When you watch a movie, you might miss
something, like a knife lying on the floor and
you could miss one of the most important

' parts of the movie. However, when youread
abook, you won’t miss many details because
you are painting a picture with the words in

your mind.

Movies have ratings. Books don’t. You
can’t get into a R-rated movie unless you are
seventeen, but you can read any book you
like.

Movies are even written about books. “The

* Never Ending Story” is on its third part now

and it is all about a book that comes to life.

Movies are plays that were recorded. Ev-
ery play is written out, with a script and
directions for the actors, so movies are really
books which are made to come to life. How-
ever, moviesare also from the directors point
of view.

But movies have their own perks which
books can never touch. Movie stars are so
famous, more so than most authors. Most
people know Steven Spielberg, but almost
everybody knows who Tom Cruise and Val

Kilmer are. These stars have pushed books |
onto the back bumer, with the movies grab- |

bing the publics attention.
Also, movies are over in about two hours,

onaverage. Some movies, like “Dances with |

Wolves” and “Braveheart,” extend well over
three hours. But these movies are countered
with movies like “Space Jam,” or “Men in
Black” which were just a hour and a half.

Books, on the other hand, last more than
five hours. For most people, they have to
pick the book up and put the book down a
couple of time before they finish.

But the differences between books and
movies is huge. A movie is a great way to
enjoy yourself with some friends but a book

is so much more. A book becomes a partof |

you, for you to enjoy and cherish forever.
That is why a book is so much more than a
movie.

meets. My cheerleading squad has quickly become some of my best friends.

Everybody always says high school is the best time of your life. In the last three years,
I’ve learned it can be, but only if you make it that way.

High school isn’t about difficult classes, short lunches, and big research papers. It’s about
meeting new people and doing new things. It’s about doing everything you can in the short
time you are there.

When I started high school, I figured I had four whole years to do all the things I wanted,
four years tojoin everything I wanted to join. I figured I had suchalong time here, soI could
afford to put things off. .

High school goes by fast. All the things I always meant to do later, I don’t have time for
anymore. I put everything off for too long, and now it’s too late.

Enjoy the time you have in high school. It goes by faster than you think. Don’t be afraid
to try something new. Don’t put things off until tomorrow. Because before you know it,
tomorrow has come and gone, leaving you with a lot of regrets. Get involved now, don’t
waste high school. It really can be the best time of your life.

The Wildcat Chronicle is the student
newspaper at West Chicago Community
High School. The views and opinions of
 the Wildcat Chronicle do not necessarily
reflect or represent the majority of the staf}
i Of e st y’y ; :
- Any suggestions or comments for the
newspaper can be delivered to the ,
Chronicle box in the main office. Letters
to the editor must be signed to be printed.

Allison Taylor

Jennifer Lasky

-~ Sports

Public Relations  Kelley Betts The newspaper has the right to exclude
any letters that are inappropriate or will
Editor-in-Chief ~ Hannah Kenny not fit in a particular issue.
- The Wildcat Chronicle is a forum for
Advisor Carrie Mocarski ~ freedom of expression and encourages

readers to express their views ang

houghts.
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What do you want for Christmas?

Senior reporter Tom Waltonlooks at what Wildcats want this holiday season

All photos by Tom Walton

New skis."

Sophomore Tim Keller -

Senior Amber Planek - "Diamonds."
Senior Darcie Wostratzky - "Clothes."

What else do you want for Christmas?

Senior Monica Acker - "A two month trip to Europe.”
Sopho ore le RIbC - "I would want all of the people
“ . my life to be happy."

. ;eFreshman Allison Braunhausen - "A car."

Senior Tiffany Hanshaw - "For all my dreams to come
,;.tr-ue‘,vf.' : '

,:'"1or Laura Gﬂbert — "ngo Starr to spend the

. evening in my house."

Sophomore Emily Giermann - "A trip to England !

| Senior P.J. Augustyn - "A car."

Freshman Cathy Wilken - Sophomore Beau Brown - "Money and CD's."

"Toads el Senior John Svast - "The world's biggest edible

twinkie."

Junior Tony Carbonari -

Classified advertisements
are now available!

Submit a message for your special someone. The
Wildcat Chronicle will print classified ads at the low
price of $1 per 10 words. The classified section will

appear in the Valentine's issue on Friday, February 13.
i Jenny Ll i w All ads and money can be given directly to any staff
Junior Gina Caniano - "A car." member or placed in the Wildcat Chronicle mailbox in
the main office and must be submitted by Monday,
February 9.
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Audiences shriek for Scream 2

By Jeff Goluszka

What’s in a sequel?

Is it better to have one-time se-
quel-less successes like Top Gun or
Forrest Gump, or is there a higher
level of satisfaction in an ongoing
series like Star Wars, Rocky, or
Nightmare on Elm Street?

In Scream 2, a case can be made
for both. Scream was touted by
many as “the greatest movie of all
time,” but how can a sequel to the
best better it’s predecessor?

Director Wes Craven (Screamand
Wes Craven’s New Nightmare) and
writer Kevin Williamson (/ Know
What You Did Last Summer) make
a valiant effort by producing possi-
bly this year’s best film, but fall
short of the performance of Scream.

Scream 2 virtually repeats it’s
source, but this time with a whole
new cast just waiting to be slaugh-
tered, a different ending, and inde-
structible stars Neve Campbell
(playing college student Sidney
Prescott) and Courteney Cox (as
ornery television reporter Gale
Weathers). Both Campbell and Cox
give award-worthy performances
with their athleticism, great acting
and, most of all, screaming,

The film begins with the Gale

Weathers book-inspired movie
“Stab.”

As “Stab” begins, half of the
crowd is jumping around the the-
ater wielding fake glow-in-the-dark
knives in their glowing killer cos-
tumes.

Thekilling spree was set to begin.

The Scream 2 killing starts simi-
larly to that of Scream. Two fa-
mous actors are killed off in the
first 15 minutes of the movie. In
Scream, it was Drew Barrymore,
but in Scream 2, it is couple Omar
Epps and Jada Pinkett.

With all of the costume-wearing
moviegoers, Epps and Pinkett are
brutally murdered in broad public
displays. Thecrowd thinks itis just
a ploy to go along with the movie,
butreality setsin just after the killer
gets away (go figure).

Then the film shifts back to the
lives of its familiar characters, as
the scene isnow the college at which
Sidney and admirer Randy Meeks
(Jamie Kennedy) are enrolled, with
a whole new cast of friends. Soon
the news of the murders reaches
Sidney’s now-crippled (after being
stabbed in Scream) friend Dewey
Riley (played hilariously, yet seri-

The Rainmaker a great
movie, but a better book

By Dan Young

“TheFirm”,“A Time to Kill” and
now “The Rainmaker.” All of these
thrilling books written by John
Grisham have now become mov-
ies, with the latest of these being
“The Rainmaker.”

In “The Rainmaker,” Rudy
Baylor (Matt Damon) is a college
student who is ready to graduate
from Memphis State who is ready
to get his degree in law. Before he
graduates, he meets his first clients
inBuddyand Dot Black. Theirson,
Donny Ray (Jon Voight), is dying
from acute leukemia and he could
have been treated months ago for
his disease. However, his claims
were denied by their new insurance
company, called Great Benefit.

The Blacks have been perfect on
paying their bills and after eight
letters of denial, Mrs. Black (Mary
Kay Place) consults Baylor in a
meeting of Rudy’s class, where he

. meets his first clients.

Now,Rudy and his associate Deck
(Danny DeVito), are ready to go 10
court and they plan to sue Great
Benefit, who are represented by the
best law firm in Memphis. Trent &
Brent has the best defense team in
the state, headed by Leo F.
Drummond (Micky Rourke) and
Rudy is a fresh rookie. His luck is
amazing, as he stumbles onto the
greatest conspiracy in America.

The book has Rudy going through
tough luck and finally getting past
the bar, getting fired, going through
bankruptcy and finally finding a
firm of his own. All of this happens

after his third boss, Bruiser Stone,
was caught skimming money and
ran away to a foreign country.

Rudy’s luck seems to change
‘when the judge for his trial dies and
the new judge is his good friend,
Tyrone Kipler (Danny Glover).
What Rudy finds is amazing and
there are twists in the story that no
one expects.

The differences between the book
and the movie are huge. The movie
excludes the importance of Rudy’s
good friend Brooker, his mentor
and they destroyed the evidence
gathering process.

“The Rainmaker” was directed
by Francis Ford Coppola, who also
directed “The Godfather,” “The
Godfather, Part II” and “The God-
father, Part I1.” :

I prefer the book to the movie.
The movie cuta lot out of the book
‘and it destroyed all of the connec-
tions I made to Rudy Baylor. Mr.
Baylor role changed from a close
friend to anassistantof Donny Ray.
The movie also centers more on the
relationship between Rudy and
Kelly Riker (Claire Danes) and it
introduces the relationship way too
early. It makes Kelly a very impor-
tant character, but she is unimpor-
tant in the book.

If you have never read the book,
itis a worthwhile finish. The end is
a shocking event and raps up the
moviein very good style. I give the
movie three stars if you have read
the book and three and a half if you
haven’t.

ously by David Arquette), whowas
former police officer.

Arquette plays his role beauti-
fully once again, possibly better-
ing his performance in Scream.
His old crush on Gale resurfaces,
and the two get close once again.
Dewey’s prudishness and inno-
cence is opposite to Gale’s de-
manding, bossy personality, but
the two mesh well.

Craven then offers up confusion
by presenting an extremely large
cast, and making everyone a sus-
pect. Thrown into the fray are:
Sidney’s new best friend Hallie
(Elsie Neal, from Malcolm X), her
new boyfriend Derek (Jerry
O’Connell) and his film school
friend ~ Mickey = (Timothy
Olyphant), her drama teacher
(David Warner, from Tron), the
police chief (Lewis Arquette),
Gale’s new cameraman, (her first
one had his throat slashed in
Scream) played by Duane Martin
and some ditzy sorority girls (Sarah
Michael Gellar, from/ Know What
You Did Last Summer and TV'’s
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” Portia
DeRossi, from Sirens and Rebecca
Gayheart, from television drama

“Beverly Hills 90210”).

Some of these characters are then
harassed by the familiar, scratchy
voice and it’s creepy conversations
created withlines like, “What’s your
favorite scary movie?”

Williamson takes time for nearly
every character to have some evi-
denceagainstthem. Everyone from
the cameraman to Dewey, even Gale
is at one time or another portrayed
as the killer.

The last two characters mixed
substantially into the plot are a per-
sistent local newspaper reporter
(played by Laurie Metcalf from
JFK, and television sitcom
“Roseanne”) and Sidney’sold nem-
esis Cotton Weary (Leiv Schreiber),
whom she accused of being the
killer in Scream. Sidney’s accusa-
tions had caused Cotton to be putin
jail for a short time, and now he is
out to clear his name.

Both actors play their roles ex-
ceptionally, adding to the all-star
cast.

By the end of the movie, the sur-
vivors combine to produce one of
the most shocking and amazing
endings ever. It is ironically simi-
lar, but yet drastically different in

its own ways to that of Scream.

There are some “guidelines” that
Scream 2 does follow, though. It
contains “rulestosequels,” as stated
by Randy, and all of them are fol-
lowed. Included are a bigger bud-
get(crashed cars,demolished stages
and stage equipment, use of a col-
lege campus), more horrifying
murders (more blood and gore) and
more dramatic shock scenes (when
the killer appears out of nowhere)
are all present, along with another
original and astonishing ending.

Scream 2 may have all of those
advantages, butitisasequel. Other
than perhaps Terminator 2, gener- «
ally very few sequels have fared
better then their originals.

That is the case and point here as
Screamisthe better film,but Scream
2 will be aclassic, definitely one of
the top movies of this year.

No one could have expected
something better than Scream, as it
was clearly a superior production,
but Scream 2 comes about as close
as anyone could have thought.

Although I gave Scream a full
four stars, Scream 2 is better than
any three-and-a-half star film out
there. %k kx

A punkin' good album

By Tommy Walton

When I first picked up the new
MxPx CD, Life in General, 1
thought, “Whatdoes MxPx mean?”
The answer: I’'m not sure.

I guess it’s one of life’s great
mysteries ranking right up there
with “What’s a Pink Floyd?”

Talso wondered “Is this CD worth
dragging my sorry butt to Best Buy
and spending $12 on a CD that
really doesn’t look any different
than all of the other ‘It’s the 90’s,
capitalize on the current trend’
punk-rock wanna-be CD’s out
there?”

The answer is actually quite re-
freshing (especially to me, since I
had to write a review on the new
Green Day CD two months ago).

All in all, this CD is everything
punk shouldbe. Crazy Drumming,
astand-outbass,asinger whosings
about poor hygiene, and screaming
buzzsaws of guitars.

With songs like “Do Your Feet
Hurt,” “My Mom Still Cleans My
Room,” and “Chick Magnet,”
MxPx hardly wants to be taken
seriously.

Top itall off with a cover depict-

ing one of the many flaws in the

school system (A football player
beating on a punk, and the punk
getting in trouble for it), and you
have a pretty good all around CD.

The main theme of the CD seems

tobe girls and frustration caused by
girls. Some choice lyrics from the
song “Andrea:” “I asked you out
and you laughed and stepped on my
shoes...”

MxPx sings about stuff normal

teenagers worry about. They seem
very down to earth.

One of the best songs on the CD
is “Do Your Feet Hurt,” which has
a pretty fast riff that almost sounds
like a Propaghandi song, but differ-
ent in its own way.

It also has a pretty good break-
down near the bridge where the
band slows down and choruses in
together only to stop and go fast
again. It’s alot different then the

average punk song with more gui-
tars, asolo. It'salso longer than the
usual 2 minutes 3 seconds.
Another good song s
“Southbound.” It’s a song about a
person daydreaming about going to

Florida (or some place South), and
it almost makes me wish 1 was
there, instead writing an article on
acold December evening ina small
frigid room with poor lighting.
Although astoundingly long (the
CD’s total time is 52:34, while the
average punk CD time is around
35:00) you can’t lose with the up-
beat tempo of the new MxPx al-
bum. It’s areal feel-gooder for all
you swell punk-rockers out there.
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Christmas classics still a hit-

By Kelly Kaylor

As December 25 rapidly ap-
proaches, theatergoers everywhere
are in search of the perfect sea-
sonal blockbuster. Christmasmov-
ies pop-up in theaters as early as
October, trying to attractandiences
anxious to get into the holiday
Spirit.

However, when searching for the
ideal Yuletide flick the place to
look may be your local video store.
There seems to be an abundance of
holiday cheer inthe Christmas clas-
sics of the past. i

Recentreleaseshave lost the stay-
ing power of movies from decades
ago, but new lavish and expensive
Hollywood sets cannot replace a
heartwarming tale of the joys of
Christmas.

The immortal classic, “Itsa Won-
derful Life” is considered to be one
of the most popular Christmas
movies of all time. The 1946 re-
lease starring Jimmy Stewart and
Donna Reed has been treasured for
years by audiences from all gen-
erations.

Frank Capra’s direction of the
charming story of a small town
banker with a big heart who loses
faithin himself, but is saved by his
guardian angel. The angel shows
George Bailey (Stewart) what trag-
cdies would have occurred if he
had never been born, and revital-
1zes hope for the human spiritinall
of us.

Another holiday must-see is
“Miracle on 34th Street” starring
Maureen O’Hara, Natalie Wood,
and Edmund Gwenn as Kris
Kringle. A 1947 reiease that reaf-
firms the belief in the human spirit
in both the young and the old.

When an elderly man claims to
be the real Santa Claus, he chal-
lenges all ages to prove him wrong.
A convincing performance by
Gwenn and a clever screenplay
will leave you with a smile on your
face and a desire to leave milk and

cookies on the fireplace this Christ-
mas Eve.

An animated favorite for all the
Ebenizer Scrooges out there, “The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas” ap-
pealsto children from 1t092. This
adaptation of the Dr. Seuss
children’s book spices up the sea-
son by adding a little spunk and
humor in its message.

Seuss uses his talent of word
usage and a flair for delivering an
underlying message in the story of
what Christmas should mean to all
of us.

The Grinch, who despises Christ-
masentirely and all the Whos down
in Whoville that celebrate it, sets
out to abolish the entire day. Yet,
his plans fall just short when he
realizes the true meaning of Christ-
mas, a lesson we all need to have
refreshed now and then.

My favorite recommendation s,
“A Christmas Story,” a 1983 re-
lease starring Melinda Dillon,
Darin McGavin, and Peter
Billingsley. This film was based
on the humorous memoirs of Jean
Sheperd, telling the tale of a Mid-
west youngster on a mission to get
aRedRiderairrifle for Christmas.

Yuletide greed and crazy family
antics fill this film with laughs that
everyonecanassociate totheir lives
at one time or another. Clever
scenes such as a kid getting his
tongue stuck to a frozen flagpole,
“show me how the piggies eat”,
and the assorted ways Ralphie
(Billingsley) attempts to get his
perfect Christmas gift.

This movie will leave you anx-
iously awaiting Christmas mom-
ing to see what Santa has left for
you under the treeand is well worth
a holiday viewing.

My suggestion is to skip the the-
aters this holiday season, and in-
stead snuggle up in front of the
fireplace with a classic Christmas
film in the VCR.

Comics
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- December Horoscopes

Aries (March 22- Aprill9) Put
away the books and hit the parties,
you’ve been studying really hard
and it’s finally payed off, so treat
yourself with some fun. Who
knows, you’ll probably meet areal
hottie at one of these parties. One
of your friends feels like your ig-
noring him/her so pay attention, or
you might end up losing a good
friend. Your lucky day this month
is the 12th, your perfect match is a
Pisces.

Taurus (April 20- May 20) You
might be feeling a little blue be-
cause of so many problems that
you’re having which makes your
life feel complicated. Don’t let
these problems bring you down,
there’s always a solution for every
problem. If you stop stressing and
think clearly for a while you’ll see
that your problems are not as bad
as you thought they were. Your
lucky day is the 25th, your perfect
match is a Gemini.

Gemini (May21-June21) You’ll
be spending time with your family
this month, not because you have
to, but because you actually want
too. That certain someone that
you’ve been wanting Lo notice you
finally does, soif this personcomes
up to you in the hallways or gives
you a call that you weren’t expect-

ing don’t be so surprised. Your .

lucky day this month is the 7th,
your perfect match is a Taurus.

Cancer (June 22- July 22) This
month you’ll be feeling rushed by
peers to find that certain someone.
Be patient if it’s meant to happen
it’'llhappen. Youhave older friends
who do older things but that does
not mean they are wiser. Just be-
cause they’ve done something you
haven’t, doesn’t mean they are
experts on that. Your lucky day
this month is the 4th, and your
perfect match is a Libra.

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) You'll
feel stressed out by so many things
you have to do. But don’t let
pressure overwhelm you, just take
everything day by day. Don’tspend
too much time on one thing, try to
organize your time better so you
won’t feel you have somany things
to do at one time. Your lucky day

this month s the 14th, your perfect
match would be a Virgo.

Virgo(Aug23- Sept 22)You are
confused about your true feelings
for that certain someone. Take
time to think things through and if
you realize that what you felt for
this person isn’t true, then just end
it before someone gets hurt. It
might be hard to do but it’s for the
best. If you really do feel some-
thing for this person then tell him/
her what you feel before it’s too
late. Your lucky day is the 6th,
your match is a Leo.

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23) Hard
work finally paid off, so take a
break and do something that you've
been dying to do for months, you
won’tregretit. You'll meetsome-
one new who will be introduced to
you by a friend, so keep your eyes
open, this person might be the one
you’ve been waiting for. You’ll
run into a lot of luck, butit’ll be in
surprising ways, like not getting in
trouble with your parents for com-
ing home late, or being excused for
being really late to a class. Your
lucky day is the 18th, your matchis
a Scorpio.

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov 21) You
might have a few problems with
some close friends. Try todosome
things on your own instead of hav-
ing to do everything together, a bit
ofindividual space will really make
adifference. Try hanging out with
friends outside of your normal
group, and see what happens. You
might want to try something new
thismonth like anew haircut, some
new clothes just to pep you up this
month. Yourlucky day is the 24th,
your perfect match is a Libra.

Sagittarius(Nov 22- Dec21) You
might have made a big mistake
aboutleaving a relationship or just
someone you were talking to. You
really like this person, but you don’t
know how to show this person how
youreally feel. Your might want to
do something about this before it’s
to late. You both might have said
some things youreally didn’tmean
so try to clear up these
misunderstanding’s. This is the
perfecttimetodoitbefore youlose
this person for good, and you’ll

end up wondering what if. Try to
be more affectionate towards this
person, a little hug now and then,
or even a simple hello, might help.
You might want to go to the mall
and have a little shopping spree,
you deserve it. Your lucky day is
the 20th, and your perfectmatch is
an Aquarius.

Capricorn (Dec22- Jan19) This
month you’ll run into some spare
cash use it on yourself, you’ve
been wanting to buy some things
fora while now so go ahead and do
it. You feel really good about
yourself, since you feel like you’ve
accomplished everything you said
you would. Just keep doing what
your doing and all of your hard
work will pay off at the end. A
good friend from the past comes
back into your life, be smart and
don’t let this person get away from
you again. Your lucky day is the
26th, your perfect match is a Tau-
rus.

Aquarius (Jan20-Feb18) This
month you’ll meet a lot of new
people who will be interested in
you, but your just not ready to start
arelationship, so start withasimple
friendship. Right now your feel-
ing very independentand loving it,
so you might want to stay that way
for a little while. A good friend
will be in some problems this
month, it is important that you’re
there for this person, it willmean a
lot to them. You might want to
study a little bit harder in school,
just to improve grades, since you
know that you could be doing a lot
better. Your lucky day is the 13th,
your perfect match is a Sagittarius.

Pisces(Feb19-Mar21) Stay away
from people who are trying to make
you do decisions you’re not really
sure of, it’s for the best. Don’t be

so affected about what people say
about you. Try toignore it because
if you pay attention you’re giving
these rumors importance. Not ev-
erything this month will be bad,
vou’llbe hitting the parties big too,
so be on the look out. Try to pay a
little bit more attention to your
health, don’t take it for granted.
Your lucky day is the 8th, and your
perfect match is a Gemini.
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Hall's effort not enough
in DVC loss

by Kelly Kaylor

Afteradisappointing home-open-
ing loss to Naperville Central on
Friday, December 12, the boys bas-
ketball team is looking to regain
confidence in conference play.

The Cats took on Rockford-
Jefferson at home on December 16
and despite a great first half, the
Cats lost to Rockford-Jefferson.
Seniors Martin Filipsson and Jon
Hall both scored 17 and senior Jer-
emy Adams added ten. The Cats
lost their touch in the second half,
allowing 55 points.

The Cats (3-3, 1-1) fought with
the Redhawks (5-2, 1-1) through-

es Photo by Weiss

__ B
Jon Hall
as Naperville Central watches.

out the first quarter, taking a 15-10
lead off hot shooting by seniors
Hall, Adams, and Filipsson. How-
ever, in the three remaining quar-
ters of the game the Wildcat's of-
fense disappeared and Central took
control.

Coach Dan McCarthy said, “We
played exceptionally well in the
firstquarter. We
shottheball well

lying on shots that had come up
shortall evening. Forward Jon Hall
led the team with 14 points, Adams
and Filipsson contributed four and
five respectively.

“It was difficult to get our inside
game established, and we really
never got into an offensive rhythm.
Our defense did a nice job holding
[Central] to 18 points in the second
half. I am discouraged with our
play, butnotupset,” said McCarthy.

The Cats were missing two key
playersinthis game, junior standout
Andy DuBois wasout due toillness
and forward Justin Sadowski is out
forsix weeks with a fractured hand.
McCarthy felt the team was short-
handed, with two of its key players
missing for a single outing.

In the previous week the Cats
defeated the Glenbard East Rams
60-51 in Lombard, behind
Filipsson’s impressive 20 point per-
formance. DuBois also contrib-
uted 16 points in the successful
effort. The win was the opening of
the DVC play for the Cats.

Results from the Oswego Thanks-
giving Tournament ended with
West Chicago in three-way tie for
first place with Yorkville and Os-
wego. The winner was decided by

free throw percentage, and
Yorkville came out on top. The
Cats posted

wins over

and had confi-
dence, but we
seemed to fizzle
after that. It was
just one of those
nights.”

One of those
nights that both
the team and
Wildcat fans
hope will not be
repeated. At
halftime the
score showed
Naperville upby
ten, 30-20, and
in the second
half of the game
Wildcatshooters
would find the
basket only four
timesout of their
33 attempts.

Suchpoorshot
selection and
field goal per-
centage can be
attributed to
Central’s tough
zone defense.  Chris Grin scores an

Forced to be easy lay-up.
dependent on their outside shoot-
ing, the Cats found themselves re-

Marmion and
Oswego, but a
loss to
Yorkville
spoiled in the
holiday tourna-
ment.
The team is
looking for-
ward to Friday
night’s game
Veiel ERE e 8
WheatonNorth
at 7:30 p.m. at
the Wheaton
campus.
McCarthy is
looking for-
ward toplaying
againsttheFal-
cons man-to-
man defense,
“We have good
shooters and
we are defi-
nitely more
comfortable
- playing verse
o 4 thatstyleofde-
Photo by Sandy Weiss fense”’ he said.

Coming up for the Cats is the
Holiday tournament over Christ-
mas break.

Wrestling their way to the top

by Arlete Penaflor

The wrestling team has led a very

. competitive season. There are

many schools and opponents they
have gone up against that have
really proved to be very competi-
tive. But the wrestling team just
puts all of their heart and skills
into the meets.
“The team just puts all their heart
out when they’re at a meet,” said
Bob Guerrero, assistant coach.
The wrestling team just recently
had a quad meet against Sy-
camore, St.Charles, and East
Aurora. Unfortunately the results
for this meet were not available at
press time.
The wrestling team has been hard
al practice to prepare for their
upcoming meets. They feel very
confident that all of their hard
work this season will pay off at
the end.
The team is very proud of their

freshmen and sophomore
wrestlers they put in all of their
hard work at the meets, even
though they don’t know all there
is to know yet.

“Freshmen and sophomores are
really hanging in there, they seem

: Photo by Sandy Weiss
Marvin Boorsma wins a point.

to have the heart of it all,” said
Guerrero.

“Without any of them there
wouldn’t be a varsity team,” said
Guerrero.

Girls basketball red

By Dan Young

This years team is looking good,
but there is areally big comparison
between last years extremely good
team. The team lost Natatlie
Fijalkowski, Missy Buenz, Sarah
McQueen and Angela Bamnes from
last year twenty win effort, The
group is a huge loss, mostly be-
cause of theirexperience and Buenz

is the all time leading scorer and
rebounder in school history.

Seniors Leslie Harlson and An-
drea Buetjer have picked up most
of the slack, leading the team in
both scoring and playmaking, but
also with guidance. Those two are
the key returners with experience

of playing for Coach Kim Wallner
- before.

: Photo by Sandy Weiss
Leslie Harlson posts up an opponent.

At last Saturday’s meet, the quad
in Sycamore, there were some
individual highlights. Sophomore
Ben Stevens won all three of his
matches, senior Jason Osterkamp
wrestled an opponent from St.
Charles whom Guerrero thought
was tough, and Osterkamp won.
On Friday, December 12, the
Cats lost to Naperville Central.
The team had wins from junior
Luis Aguado who won by a pin,
senior Marvin Boorsma, sopho-
more Ben Stevens who domi-
nated a wrestler from St.Charles
and Sycamore, also senior Steve
Pastore.
The team hopes to do their best at
their upcoming meets, they hope
1o prove their skills and tech-
niques.
The wrestling team has a home
meet on Thursday, December 18
against Wheaton North.

hot early

The girls are playing well and
riding Harlson big scoring touch to
victorys. The team is hovering
around the 500 mark for the year
and the will need to pick up the pace
to match last years team.

Wallner has imported a new three
guard and two center offence. The
two big women in the middle are
Harlson and senior Jeanine Morris.

The lack of returing experience
has been a big question mark in the
program this year. The number of
new players this years team is higher
than last years team, which had
only six varsity players.

Swimming dives Into a new season

By Jeff Goluszka

The West Chicago boys swim
team started out their season on ghc
right foot with asecond place fm_xsh
against Benet and Mortqn Hggh
Schools at Benedictine Umvergxty.

We-go finished with 92 points,
57 points behind Benet, which won
with 149 points.

In their second competition of the
year, the Wildcats finished in the
middle of the pack at the West
Chicago relays, held at We-go.

The boys finished sixth place in
the mens 200 meter medley, fourth
in the mens 800 meter free relay,
seventh in the mens 200 meter back
relay and eighth in the mens 400
meter free relay. The Wildcats

were competitive, doing the best
they could be finishing in the middle
portion of the 13 team field.

This years team will be led by
seniors Scott Hamlin and Jake
Macpherson and freshman Joe
Lureau, according to head coach
Chris Hgll.
“Joe [Lureau] is our best swim-
mer,” said Hall.

As for this year, Hall hopes to
qualify as many swimmers as pos-
sible to go downstate.

Todothat, however, the Wildcats
need to be competitive with all
teams at every meet, said Hall.

To be competitive at every meet,
the Cats will be playing meet by
meet, since there is no league play
for the DVC. Naperville North,
Naperville Central and West Au-
roraare the other three DVC schools
that have swim teams, but all four
teams do not combine to form a

league.

“We also want to make the team
bigger fornext year,” said Hall. He
added that a good performance
downstate and during the season
may attract more swimmers.

Hall calls this season a “rebuild-
ing year.” We-gois recovering this
year from the loss of last year’s
seniors Jai Hartigan, Ryan Acker,
Jeff Cain and Peter Grant. Those
four losses hurt the Cats sprinting
and state times, according to Hall.

Hall hopes that freshmen Joseph
Hamlin, Justin Hilt and Joe Lureau

can gain experience this year in

order to succeed in the future. The
team also has five more incoming
freshmen that will be joining the
team next year, so the Cats have a
bright future ahead of them.

ule

To!

1/3/98 - Home vs. York - 6:00
P.M.

 South - 600P.M.

3 1

1220 - At Wheaton North - 1:30

PM.

12/27 - Mother McCauley

tournament - 9:00 A.M.

1/3/98 - At Addison Trail - 12:00
‘M '

fome vs. Geneva - 5:00

PM

1/8 - Home vs. West Aurora -
6:00 P.M.

1/10 - At Wheaton Warrenville
South - 1:30 P.M.

The Winter Sporting Events Sched

. Aurora- 10:00 AM.

:5‘1-‘2]1"8' 1--H6mc vs. Wheaton North
-6:00 P:M.

1/9 - At West Aurora - 6:00 P.M.
1/10 - At Geneva - 9:30 P.M.

Girls Track
The girls track season begins on
January 19 of 1998.
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